
When most Americans hear the words “family farm,” they envision gently 
rolling hills, an old tractor beside a red barn, and a collie lying contentedly 
in the sun as a small cluster of hens forage in the grass nearby. These 
are the types of images that animal agribusiness will use this fall as it 
pushes Ohio citizens to vote “yes” on a ballot initiative known as “Issue 
2.” While the people behind this measure would like you to believe it will 
improve animal welfare and protect the autonomy of “family farmers,” 
this carefully crafted messaging couldn’t be further from the truth.

“Issue 2” would amend the Constitution to allow factory farms to write their 
own rules on animal welfare, protecting their right to be cruel for decades 
to come. ISSUE 2 WOULD BE BAD NEWS FOR FARM ANIMALS, 
because it creates a Livestock Care Standards Board with the authority to 
establish animal welfare standards. Harmless as that sounds, this board 
would be overwhelmingly dominated by industry – with only one member 
of 13 representing a local humane society. And there’s no assurance that 
this lone “humane” representative would even be knowledgeable about 
farm animal welfare. And while Issue 2 purports to include “family 
farmers” on the board, it fails to define “family farmer” or “family 
farm.” It’s more than likely that the “family farm” board members would 
actually be factory farm operators.

KEEP THE FOXES OUT OF THE HENHOUSE. VOTE “NO” ON ISSUE 
2, AND ASK YOUR FRIENDS, FAMILY MEMBERS AND 

CO-WORKERS TO DO THE SAME!

TO FIND OUT MORE AND TO GET INVOLVED WITH SPEAKING 
UP FOR FARM ANIMALS, SIGN UP FOR FARM SANCTUARY’S 

ADVOCACY CAMPAIGN TEAM AT 
farmsanctuary.org/get_involved/act.

Attention Ohio!
VOTE “NO” ON ISSUE 2!
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